The genus Oerskovia is proposed to harbor actinomycetes forming an extensively branched substrate mycelium which usually breaks up into motile elements. Cell wall preparations contain major amounts of lysine and galactose. Aspartic acid is often present in major amounts. Aerial mycelium is not formed. Gram reaction and catalase production are positive. The type species is Oerskovia turbata comb. n.
The studies of Jones and Bradley (2), Prauser (4) , and Sukapure et al. (5) demonstrated that strains of "0rskov's motile nocardia," described as Nocardia turbata by Erikson (1) , are very different from strains of Nocardia of the asteroidesfarcinica type. Since nothing but confusion can be gained in referring to these organisms as nocardiae, and since none of the previously described genera of actinomycetes seem suitable for the assignment of these branching, motile bacteria, we propose the new genus Oerskovia in honor of the first man who described these organisms (3). We would place the genus Oerskovia in the family Actinomycetaceae. References to methodology are given in Sukapure et al. (5 
